
Melba Abshure
June 27, 1924 - March 20, 2009

Funeral services for Melba Clarice Abshure will be held Tuesday, March 24,
2009 at 2:00 p.m. at the Church of Christ in Elmore City, OK. Pastor Joe
Terrell will be officiating. Burial will follow at the Elmore City Cemetery under
the direction of Wooster Funeral Home. 
Melba Abshure of Norman, OK was born June 27, 1924 in Elmore City. She
was the oldest of seven children to Ida and Earl Pickens. Melba passed away
Friday, March 20th in Norman, Oklahoma at the age of 84. 
Melba grew up around the Elmore City area. She attended Elmore City
Schools and was on the girls High School basketball team. She married
Thomas Lester Abshure on August 28, 1941. Together they eventually made
their retirement home in Elmore City. 
Melba enjoyed meeting people and loved making new friends. She has many
friends all over the country including Bismarck, North Dakota and Lincoln,
Nebraska where she and her husband lived during his career in Civil Service.
Melba had a great sense of humor, and a keen wit. She could always make
her children laugh. She was an excellent and loving homemaker, mother and
wife. Some of her many hobbies included canning and garage sale shopping.
She was the ultimate “Avon Lady’ and was loved by all her customers. Melba
was also an excellent seamstress and loved sewing clothes and gifts for her
children and grandchildren. She also enjoyed ceramics and made many
beautiful gifts for friends and family. Melba was a wonderful cook and
especially loved to bake cakes and pies. One memorable day she baked 30



apple pies. She shared her talent of baking by taking her best desserts to
many shut-ins. 
Melba is preceded in death by her husband: Thomas L. Abshure; her parents;
one sister, Mavis Ward; and two brothers, GW Pickens and Ray Pickens. 
Survivors include four daughters and a son: daughter Tommye Kaye and
husband Bruce Winters of Blanchard, OK; daughter Donna and husband Tom
Horner of Boise, Idaho; daughter Dianne Moxness of Sparks, Nevada; son
Grant Abshure and wife Angie of Oklahoma City; and daughter Amy and
husband Eddie Stewart of Elmore City; 10 grandchildren and 9 great-
grandchildren; sister Jean Starling of Troutdale, OR; sister Glenda Moore of
Vail, AZ; and brother Calvin Pickens of Myrtle Creek, OR. 
Melba will be greatly missed by all who were touched by her generous and
loving life.



Previous Events

Service

MAR 24. 2:00 PM (CT)

Elmore City Church of Christ
North Missouri
Elmore City, OK



Tribute Wall







November 12, 2022 at 02:44 AM

Melba Abshure

March 23, 2009 at 11:46 AM

On behalf of all the VIP LIMO Chauffeurs, we extend to you, Grant
and Angie and all your family, our deepest sympathy in the passing
of your mother. Our prayers are with all of you.##imported-
begin##Chuck Cotton##imported-end##

March 22, 2009 at 12:53 AM

May God wrap His loving arms around each of you during this time.
Know that Aunt Melba has been welcomed into Heaven and is
singing and talking with our Lord today! May the years of memories
and the feel of her hugs bring you comfort in the coming months.
Helen Pickens Murphy, Burns, Tennessee##imported-begin##Helen
Pickens Murphy##imported-end##
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March 21, 2009 at 05:26 PM

Amy and Eddie, it is with great sadness to read of Melba passing.
Many years and a lot of water has run under the bridge since your
mother and my paths have crossed but many great memories over
the years while we were in school at Elmore City. Your father
Thomas and I played basketball together and I don't believe there
was another player that played the game as well as he. 
Thinking of you "In times of sorrow, love heals." May your heart be
touched by the love you have known and the joys you have shared.
May you find comfort in knowing that caring, gentle thoughts are
with you now. 
With deepest Sympathy##imported-begin##Harold
Bradley##imported-end##


